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CONNECTING THROUGH EDUCATION /
AWARENESS
Road Safety Awareness session
Every year, thousands of lives are lost on the road nationwide, and
every year, road safety becomes more and more important to teach
to our children as they start their journey as new drivers. On 8th
February 2019, a Road Safety awareness session was organised
at Government School Jamalpur by Amazon Cares Community
Outreach Centre by READ India. The awareness session was
conducted by the Amazon staff volunteers from the Amazon
Fulfilment Centre (FC). This awareness generation programme
played an important role in educating the school students about
the safety rules concerning roads and traffic set by the Government
of India.  

READ mobile library

Mobile Library provides the most flexible of library services, not
being restricted to any particular place. If the readers are not

able to reach the library, this mobile library can reach out to its
readers. This has been proved by the READ India Community
Library and Resource Centre (CLRC) at Karmad (Maharashtra)
supported by Perkins. The staffs visit the nearby villages where
books were issued by students and villagers. They Also visited
those schools where library facility is not present. Amongst the
reader’s students prefer fiction books, middle-aged people prefer
historical and religious books and the youth mostly select books
for competitive examinations.

Life Skill Education

Life Skills are essentially those abilities that help to promote
mental wellbeing and competence in young people, as they face
the realities of life. We need many skills to function as individuals
and as members of social groups. Keeping this in mind life skill
sessions are organised on 22nd January 2019 for the beneficiaries
at the READ India Community Library and Outreach Centre
(CLRC), Karmad (Maharashtra) supported by Perkins. The session
covered various aspects of life skills that gave the participants
understanding about social skills, that included Appreciating /
validating others, Building relationships with friends and family,
listening and communicating effectively, Taking responsibility and
coping with stress. Social skills enable adolescence to be accepted
in society and social norms. Which provide the foundation for
adult social behaviour.

Peer Pressure - a social pressure

Peers play a large role in the social and emotional development of
children and adolescents. Their influence begins at an early age

and increases through the teenage years. On 14th February 2019, a workshop was arranged on “peer pressure” at the READ Community
Library and Resource Centre (CLRC) Karmad (Maharashtra) supported by Perkins. The objective of the workshop was to give understanding
about the positive and negative peer pressure and how can we face it successfully. The participants arranged a role-play to highlight the
effects of bad peer pressure. The workshop was informative and participative for all the students.

health interventions
Fight against Tuberculosis
Tuberculosis is an infectious disease that usually affects the lungs.
Compared with other diseases caused by a single infectious agent,
tuberculosis is the second biggest killer, globally. Considering the
importance of conducting an awareness session for the people
of the community, a session was organised at the Community
Outreach and Resource centre (CLRC), Gosaiganj (Lucknow) on
25th and 26th March 2019. The session was conducted by Dr

Nidhi Gulathi, which covered basic information on tuberculosis,
the early warning signs, symptoms, TB diagnosis process followed
by the prevention and treatment of Tuberculosis.

Personal Hygiene- Key to wellness

Implementing good personal hygiene practices has both health
and social benefits. Maintaining personal hygiene is necessary for
many reasons; personal, social, health, psychological or simply
as a way of life. Keeping in mind the importance of maintaining
personal hygiene and imparting this knowledge among the
young ones, a health awareness session was organised on 12th
January 2019 at Amazon Cares Community Outreach Centre at
Manesar (Haryana) by READ India, with adolescent girls by Dr.
Surjeet Gupta (RCH Specialist).
It was an interactive and informative session for the participants;
they were also able to ask their doubts.  

World Cancer Day

World cancer day is an annual observance that intends to
increase global awareness of cancer. On 20th Feburary 2019,
Volunteering Opportunity for the Staff members of Amazon
Fulfilment Centre (FC) was organised at the Amazon Cares
Community Outreach Centre at Kumaspur village, Sonipat by
READ India.

The event was organised on the theme of World Cancer Day
during the event participants were made aware regarding the
danger sign of cancer and its prevention. The event proved to
be informative for all the participants.

livelihood
Opportunities for motivation
To explore ways in which the women from the community can
get an opportunity to sell handmade products making a way for
motivation, the women beneficiaries participated in the exhibition
organized on 13th to 16th March 2019 at the Community Outreach
Centre (CLRC) at Gosaiganj (Lucknow) supported by International
Flavors and Fragrances (IFF).

This exhibition and sale also served the purpose of the Holi
celebration with the community members. Handmade Products by
the beneficiaries like Emboss painting, Sarees, Handmade woolen
craft items and Decorative item were displayed in the exhibition
for sale. Food items like Chips and traditional snack items made by
the women were also displayed at the exhibition for the sale. This
event saw great participation of the people from nearby villages
which proved to be a great source of motivation for the women
who participated in this event.  

Let’s Learn- ToT
Nursery Teachers Training (NTT)
A role of a nursery teacher plays a vital role in the formation of a
child’s foundation. They are the trained individual who plays an
important role in the formative years of a child in developing the
personality, knowledge and growth of the child. On 13th February
2019, Nursery Teacher Training (NTT) orientation session was
organized at the Amazon Cares Community Outreach Centre at

Kumaspur, Sonipat.

NTT training has been introduced at the Community Outreach and
Resource Centre (CLRC) to teach a new skill to achieve placements
in upcoming schools of the area. The registered candidates are
trained for a period of 3 months followed by the internship of
3 months. After the completion of this course, the trainees are
awarded the certificates.

Skills to Succeed
Step Up - Shape Up
Skills to Succeed Programme is the bedrock of READ India
community development interventions from past three years
and this year in phase 4, READ India is striving to make rural
women enterprising agents of change in their communities. Over
the years, READ India has been able to build a strong, dynamic
and vibrant resource of change at the grassroots through focused
livelihood development interventions. To become a successful
entrepreneur and sustain the enterprises our entrepreneurs need
to polish their skills and in order to help all those women who
are looking towards us for capacity building and handholding. A

training program was organised by READ India in the name of
‘STEP UP – SHAPE UP’ from 16th January to 20th January 2019
at Ramada Gurgaon Central and was conducted by our resource
person Ms Preetha Raghav.  

During the training, a panel discussion was organized on Rural
Enterprise Management with the students of management from
the School of Inspired Leadership (SOIL). The main objectives
of the Training of Trainers under skills to succeed was to focus
on developing entrepreneurial skills like personal branding,
interdependency, respecting the colleagues and development of
business etiquettes. The centre representatives to the facilitator

concluded the training with a mock presentation to exhibit few products as samples.  

Scaling and Strengthening the Rural Enterprise

One need not be an Entrepreneur before you start; you become an entrepreneur during the process of pursuing dreams. READ India
organizing training under the project of “Skills to succeed” in Maharashtra. To build a value-based sustainable enterprise for Rural India,
in where these training are conducted through Training of Trainers (TOT) and the beneficiaries will be trained on Scaling & Strengthening
the Sustainable Enterprise.
A three-day training session was organized for women leaders who can come forward and motivate other women in the rural community
to integrate themselves into a group and start their own work or an enterprise. They were engaged in the 3-day workshop facilitated by
our resource person Ms Preetha Raghav. The training session was completely activity-based, and the participants were encouraged to
learn basic concepts of enterprise management through games and practical activities.

Saksharta se Safalta:

Programme supported by PwC in Gurugram
Career Counselling and Competitive Examination
Session
Sessions of the guidance for competitive examinations, students
are attending these sessions twice a week at the READ India
Community Library and Resource Centre supported by PWC. They
are also shown educational videos on career guidance through
which they are made aware about the exams that they will be able
to study for. After the career guidance session, the students come
up with their queries related to the topics discussed.  

Prayas Initiative
The volunteering initiative named ‘Prayas’ organised at the
Community Library and Resource Centre (CLRC) supported by
PWC led a series of volunteering events in this quarter named:
Prayas Session 4 - Dreams and Aspirations

Volunteers interacted with the beneficiaries and motivated them
to identify and follow their dreams & aspirations.  

Prayas Session 5 - Communication – way to connect
Communication is a two way process, it plays an important role
on both formal and informal level. Volunteers started the session
with discussing the intricacies of an impactful conversation and
formal communication.

health related topics such as weakness, body pains, pregnancy
and family planning
Prayas Session 8 - Let us interact

Prayas Session 6 - Art of giving respect and listening
The art of listening and respecting the other person was discussed
with the beneficiaries. The session guided the beneficiaries to
polish their listening skills.
Prayas Session 7 - Health Awareness session

A health session organised was conducted by (Dr Kiran) and a
councillor (Ms Sandhya) that sensitized beneficiaries on various

The friendly group interaction was organised for the beneficiaries
and volunteers where various queries of the beneficiaries related
to education, career opportunities were answered.
Prayas Session 10 - Child Psychology

An awareness session on child psychology was conducted by
Ms Vandana Dhingra that focussed on upbringing children and
discussing various issues with children.

The session focussed on girl education and taking professional
choices available to the women/girls of the community, relationship

between parents and children, friendship and positivity.
Prayas Session 11 - Self- Defence and Safety

This session aimed at creating awareness about self-defence and
safety among the beneficiaries. The session focussed on raising
ones confidence, awareness about one’s own weaknesses and
strengths.

Prayas Session 12 - Family Planning : Concluding Prayas
Initiative
Prayas initiative concluded with its last volunteering activity
conducted on 16th March 2019. The volunteers conducted
awareness session on family planning and using family resources
judiciously. The session included discussion on sensitive topics
like population explosion, unemployment, women empowerment,
health and hygiene.

Read Approach for Environment
Waste Segregation and Management
Safe Drinking water & Waste Management
On 11th and 16th February 2019, an awareness session was
organised on Safe drinking water and waste management by the
Community Library and Resource Centre (CLRC) supported by
International Flavours and Fragrances (IFF) at in the community
of Mangali amman Koil in Chennai. People of the community were
made aware about the methods to purify water and benefits of safe
drinking water as this location was facing problems of ill health
due to climatic changes and unsafe water drinking practices

International Days/Celebrations
Republic Day Celebration

Celebrating International Women’s Day

Republic day honours the day in which the constitution of India
came into effect and India celebrated its 70th republic day this
year. READ India Community Libraries celebrated Republic Day
with same spirits across the country, whether small kids, schoolgoing children, boys and girls from the community, women and
the READ staff, this day was celebrated with all the beneficiaries.

Woman – the power to create, nurture and transform! International
Women’s Day celebrated to honour their remarkable contribution
to society. READ India celebrated this day collaborating with
School of Inspired Leadership (SOIL) with women who are taking
READ Mission forward and are committed to READ India being a
part of its Libraries and Pre Schools. All the women leaders were
awarded a certificate of appreciation for their contribution.

Celebration of International Women’s Day with
Perkins Team
                                              

Celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political
achievements of women on international women’s day with

and welcoming the new season of harvest in their indigenous
manner. Pongal {Sankranthi Celebration} was celebrated at the
Amazon Cares Community Outreach Centre at Hyderabad by the
centre staff. Various events like Rangoli competition, Bogi Flame
Dance, Lemon Spoon Game were organised. Followed by prize
distribution.

Holi- the Festival of colours

Entire country wears a festive look when it is time for Holi
celebration. On 20th March Holi was celebrated at the Amazon
Cares Community Outreach Centre at Taoru (Haryana), the
celebration took place with a great enthusiasm with the young
ones, youth and the elder people of the community. The celebration
saw different cultural events like singing and dancing on various
traditional songs followed by rangoli making by the beneficiaries
at the centre.

Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda

representatives of Perkins India Pvt. Ltd., wherein the beneficiaries
were motivated to meet the female employees of Perkins, whom
they envisioned as examples of confidence, independence and
success. Women leaders from the community were awarded
Certificate of Appreciation for their passion and positive
contribution for demonstrating ownership of the programmes at
READ Community Library and Resource Centre, Karmad. Women
beneficiaries shared their experiences of connecting with who
felt positive changes in their life after attending capacity building
training at the centre and how they have progressed in their lives
socially, economically and emotionally.

Sankranti Celebration (Pongal)

Makar Sankranti is celebrated across the country in different ways
and the cultural significance of the festival varies geographically
as we move from one state to another, with every state celebrating

                                                   

150th birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda was celebrated at
the community library and resource centre (CLRC) on 12th January

2019 at Karmad, Bambharda with the beneficiaries. This day is
also celebrated as a national youth day. The event was organised
to encourage youth to follow Shri. Vivekananda’s patriotism and
his teaching for betterment of society. Swami Vivekananda’s
thoughts can inspire youth towards national integration and
for social change. His message of universal goodwill and selfawakening remains relevant, especially in the current situation.

National Girl Child Day

Every year National Girl Child Day is celebrated on 24 January to
raise awareness among the society regarding the rights of girls
in India and to give them equal status, education, respect. Taking
forward and supporting this initiative by the Government of
India, the READ India CLRC (Community Library and Resource
centre) at Karmad (Maharashtra), Gosaiganj (Lucknow),
Amazon Cares Community Outreach Centre at Taoru, Manesar
and Sonipat celebrated the National Girl child day. Children
were motivated to display their artwork through poster making
based on this theme.

World Water Day                                                                                              

World Water Day is an annual observance day that highlights
the importance of freshwater. Creating awareness regarding
the importance of water is done through various awareness
generation activities. Essay writing competition was organized
on 22nd March 2019 at the READ India Community Library and
Resource Centre (CLRC), Karmad (Maharashtra) supported by
Perkins with youth on the topic Importance of Saving Water
followed by a discussion moderated by Dr Urmila Mane. The
discussion emphasised on why should we conserve water, how
can we save water and what are the causes of contamination of
water. It was observed by the moderator that participants had
a good knowledge regarding water conservation, who actively
took part in the discussion and wrote relevant essays on the
topic.

READ HIGHLIGHTS
Amazon Cares Community outreach and resource centre at Tauru
(Mewat, Haryana) won the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) awards for the best community
development initiative. The award was won for its work in the
previous 4 years promoting education, health, livelihood and
environment, which establishes the READ model of education,
enterprise and community development in the roots of the
community.

Community Libraries for Engaging Communities
and Empowering People

Libraries are the place where a person of every age can find
something for themselves of their interest. A library plays
an important role in community engagement. READ India
organised a workshop on “Libraries for Engaging communities
and empowering people: Networking and Partnerships” on 21st
February 2019 at DEL NET.

The workshop began with a welcome address by Dr Geeta Malhotra,
Country Director, READ India followed by an inaugural address
by Dr B. Shadrach, Advisory Board Member, who addressed READ
India Community Leaders on the Importance of the libraries
towards the development of our country. He shared his views on
how the libraries could create an impact and can contribute to
making better citizens and a better country. Through his words, he
enlightened the community leaders about Empowering (removing
borders for the bigger vision), Partnerships (through community
ownership), Networking (local level, national level, global level),
and Engaging communities (towards libraries which are for the
people, of the people and by the people).

Dr H.K Kaul, Director, DELNET addressed the participants in the
flagship workshop where he acknowledged his astonishment by
the work of reading India Community Library & Resource centres
(CLRCs) in the rural communities and how these CLRC’s are
contributing towards mother India.

READ India Community Library Resource centre (CLRCs)
Librarians shared their experiences in the workshop where they
mentioned about how they are mentored and guided towards the
vision of this organisation and expressed their gratitude towards
READ India in making them better individuals for the society. The
workshop included group activities teaming up the READ social
innovators and public librarians like Ms Shantwana Tiwari, Ms
Nancy Anabel, Dr Prabhjot Kaur, Dr Neeza Singh, Mr A P Sivakumar,
Ms Sanjeevani Atre, Dr Deepak Srivastava, Mr N. Avadaiappan, Mr
Shibu Itty, Mr Syed Kazi, Ms Chaya Sharma followed by suggestions
by Prof. Jagtar Singh. The group activity focussed on discussions on
Education, innovation & reaching to marginalised communities,
culture & literature and government relationships in organising
various events, information & communication, soft & leadership
skills.  

Handing over of Toilets constructed with the
                                                  
support of Perkins India Pvt. Ltd.

The lack of availability of toilets in school premises is a major
problem in many schools of rural parts of the country. The toilets
present are not in good condition due to poor maintenance. This
leads to the dropout of the female students from the school. READ
India with the support of Perkins India Pvt. Ltd, took initiative,
constructed toilets in the rural schools of Aurangabad, to check

female, drop-out levels, and worked on increasing awareness on
sanitation and hygiene.

On 7th March 2019, Mr Avinash Ravate and Dnyeshwar Patil, HR
team of Perkins India Pvt. Ltd. along with Dr Amar Deshmukh
and Dr Urmila Mane (READ India), ceremonially handed over

constructed toilets to the school of Jalgaon. The handing over of
these toilets were done in the presence of all the stakeholders of
the community and they were motivated to take proper care of
the toilet, taking ownership and responsibility of cleanliness and
hygiene holistically.

Success Story
asha
Asha is 25 years old and has completed her
education until 12th, after which she could
not continue her studies due to the lack of
money to pursue any professional course.
It was when she learned about the Amazon
Cares Community Outreach Centre at
Jamalpur, Manesar (Haryana) by READ India
that she enrolled herself in the basic sewing
and stitching course taught at the CLRC.  
She is now happy to say that the tailoring
course gave her an opportunity to lean and
earn a living. She has completed her basic
course in sewing and stitching successfully.

She is earning a livelihood on her own
and works from home. She has become
independent and is able to support her
family for which they are very proud of her.

READ India
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