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Success story : Geeta

education
READ India Centers are working towards encouraging young boys and girls to pursue their higher education. Even the youth who are
either working at these Centers to earn and pursue their higher education do utilise the services of the center for their own learning.
For example, the books, internet facility, digital learning, competitive examination classes and career counseling. Many youth prepare
themselves for entrance exams and get influenced for better studies resulting in better quality of life.   Here is Shweta from one of the
READ India Amazon Cares Center.

Success story of Shweta from one of the READ India Amazon Cares Center
Shweta completed
her graduation in
April 2016 and was
unable to join any
further course due
to lack of financial
support from the
family. As a result
she was worried
and depressed.

The
coordinator
once met her and
heard her story. She
was encouraged to
visit the center and
join the centre as a
volunteer.

She completed the
nursery
teacher

training course and in October 2016 she got an opportunity
to join the center as an ECD trainer. The amount of honesty,
sincerity and commitment she showed in her work was
commendable.

She developed her lost confidence and power of expression.
She stepped out of her confused and clouded thoughts which
burdened her. Her engagement in the center and constant
counseling by the centre staff helped her a great deal.

In July 2017 she joined as a librarian. With some earnings from
the center and her regained confidence she convinced her
parents for the further studies. In the month of August she got
admission for MBA in DCRUST University, Sonepat.

Even after joining the regular course and being busy with her
studies she keeps visiting the center as a volunteer. She often
tells the staff members that she would continue to visit and be
associated with the center since it has helped her a great deal.
It is important to mention that Shweta got 5th position out of
eighty students in her MBA first year examination.

Enhancing Early Learning and Literacy Interventions for Girls and their Mothers
READ India is executing the programme with the support of Oracle through Charities Aid Foundation-India
Being able to have basic level of education among women
and girls is the first, and possibly the most important
step to liberation, empowerment and self-reliance. This
would entail them to take rational decisions and be
better informed.
They can make choices that are critical for the future of
the Nation, such as, size of family, education of children,
and investments in family assets.

READ aims to help 300 girls and women improve
their literacy levels. It will achieve this by providing
early childhood learning opportunities for girls that
supplement formal schooling, and functional literacy

classes for their mothers at READ Centres at chainnsa
village in District Palwal, Haryana and Bhanwargarh
village, District Baran in Rajasthan.
Proposed beneficiaries :

1.

50 girls aged 3 to 6 years in the Early Learning
Programme

3.

150 women aged 20-45 years in Basic Literacy
Classes

2.

100 girls aged 6 to 10 years in Reading and Writing
classes

INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
Improving Information Technology skills for youth
for better employability
READ India, with the support of ADOBE FOUNDATION executed
a programme on “Improving Information Technology skills for
youth   for better employability”, and trained youth by empowering
them with enhanced Information Communication Technology
and employability skills  along with life skills training in Villages
Chainnsa and Bhagawali, Palwal District, Haryana. READ India has  
Community Library and Resource Centres in these villages.

Key Programmes
1.
2.
3.

Basics of Computer hardware and software, e-mail and
Internet use, MS office with special focus on improving typing
skills, Ms-Word, Ms-Excel and Ms-PowerPoint.
Advance course included training on Photoshop CS3/7.0, InDesign and Corel Draw.

Life Skills course included self- introduction, presentation
skills, inculcating employability and interview skills, resume
creation.

Training the youth in the community on ICT skills along with
soft skills like spoken English, interview skills, personality
development and resume writing  helped youth to get better job
opportunities.

livelihood
Women Empowerment and Entrepreneurship
Women at the Amazon cares READ India Center
in Taoru are very keen to share their talent with
others. While having meetings with them on
what they can do to earn more income from the
work you are already doing at home, the ideas
came that they can sell pure Ghee and mild
products. Sessions were organised with women
on the precautions they have to take and how
READ can help make connections to sell their
Ghee in Gurgaon. To start with almost 40 kg Ghee
has been purchased from a group of women and
has been tested for purity. Now, the packaging
training will be provided so that women can pack
the ghee well.

After enhancing the skills of rural women, they are
keen to know the next steps which can make them
earn better livelihood. READ India takes sessions
with rural women to make them understand what
qualities a successful entrepreneur should have
and how the small and big issues could be taken
care of before starting any small enterprise. The
women were made to understand what does an
entrepreneur do to sustain the business and what
ind of planning is required. All these are explained
by giving small examples along with team spirits,
inclusive approach and healthy relationships.

Success story : Geeta
Geeta lives in Jhamwas village of Tauru district in Mewat.  She
has two daughters and a son. Her husband works in a small
company near the village.   Her father in law and mother in
law stay with them. It was very difficult for them to take care
of seven members in the family from the tiny income of her
husband.

Geeta wanted to contribute to the family income and was
looking for a proper guidance and support. But she did not
have enough resources to pay fees for any skill development
course. During this time, her neighbor informed about the
sewing stitching training at the READ India Amazon Cares
center. She visited the centre and collected the information
about sewing stitching section. She got a ray of hope when
she came know that the training is free of cost. She enrolled
herself for the training and completed the course successfully.
During the training, she learned about cutting and stitching
of variety of clothes for children, men and women. After
completion of the course, she got a work of stitching shoe bags
from the center. She has stitched 100 shoe bags for Amazon
at the center.

Now she is able to earn around 5000 per month by getting
orders of stitching clothes from neighbors. With this income
she is able to support the education of her children. Further,
she wants to start her own shop and develop a small business.
Hence, she is very happy and enthusiastic about her future
due to successful trainings and support from READ India.

“I am able to contribute to the family income and able to provide education to my children
because of the timely support I got from the centre”. - Geeta.

Highlights
“Role of Rural Women in Socio- economic Development”
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The seminar on “Role of
Rural Women in socioeconomic
development”
was successfully held on 5th
April 2018 at Hotel Ramada,
Gurgaon from 3:00 PM to
6:00 PM.

The main objective of the
seminar was to discuss
and talk about how READ
India and its partners have
connected and empowered
women across India.  

The seminar was managed
by Mrs. Smita Anand Rai,
Director
Partnerships
and Resource Mobilisation, READ India. It started with the

Photo: (From left to right) Mr. Jay, Ms. Jenny, Ms. Geeta Malhotra,
Ms. Rashmi Singh and Mr. Ashish Sanyal

welcoming of the chief guests and people from different READ
centres, which was followed by lighting of the lamp.
The first speaker was
Ms. Geeta Malhotra
(READ India, Country
Director).
She
illustrated the journey
of READ. It was
interesting to know
how women from
the rural India have
achieved, learnt and
provided livelihood to
not only themselves
but also to their
communities. READ is
currently present in
12 Indian states with
31 centres, directly
impacting
5100
women under “skill to
succeed” program.

The observations and a study conducted by READ revealed
that rural women faced many challenges including not having
permission to go out of the houses, no or very limited control over
the house economics and very little say in their family planning.
It was really hard to break those challenges. The journey was
somehow difficult but looking at the impact it has created, it was
worth making all the efforts. As READ entered the communities
and spoke about the issues that people were actually facing, it has
resulted in elimination of a lot of hurdles faced by the rural people.
The progress made by READ is an effort of the people who worked
in the grassroots, who managed to mobilise and bring out women
from their houses. Through community library, skill development

programs and resource centres we focus on improving the reading,
writing and learning skills. Added on, libraries and early childhood
programmes have also developed the economic opportunities for
people.

However, there are specific programs that READ has been focusing
on: For instance- women empowerment through confidence
building, health, education and environment, use of technology for
information and knowledge sharing. Furthermore, in the journey
we keep on growing each day, each month, each year. The lack
of primary education and ineffective functioning of Anganwadis,
READ was compelled to introduce pre-schools. The whole process
of community intervention aims at creating a sustainable, effective
and livelihood generating model which creates entrepreneurs and
further leads to “Rural Development”.

The second speaker
was Ms. Sonal Baid
(Educator and cofounder of Aura
Herbal
Textiles
Ltd.) the topic of
her
presentation
was “Role of women
in enhancing their
traditional
skills
in present times”
with the objective to
educate and inform
the gathering about
herbal
textiles,
which are 100%
chemical free. These
ancient herbal dyeing
techniques that her
organization
has

revived, needs to be incorporated throughout the textile industry.

With acute shortage of drinking water, it was observed that for
making a pair of jeans, 20,000 litre of water is being utilised.
She presented an eye opening example from Geejgarh, where a
READ centre is located; there is already a shortage of water and in
another month there will be absolutely no water for drinking. We
as humans need to choose between making a pair of jeans or saving
20,000 litres of water for drinking. “Putting efforts into actions”,
i.e. by making conscience attempts to bring about a revolution in
the textile industry especially by producing organic cotton and
herbal fibres, along with integrating traditional methods of fabric
creation with the usage of modern technologies, it is essential for
us to transform, revive and reintroduce our age old model.

Dr. Kailash Kumar Mishra is a renowned writer, educationist, and
a committed scholar
of anthropology, art
history, folklore and
human rights. He
shared his experiences
on “Indian Culture
and
Women
Empowerment
in
Changing Times.” He
mentioned the fact
that the panel had
only two males out
of a panel of eight
speakers was itself
a big achievement.
Stressing
on
the
richness
of
the
Indian culture and
art, women are an
inevitable part of the

social, economical and overall progress of any society. The value
and respect that the Indian art forms have abroad and how we
need to upgrade and update ourselves in order to inject Indian
products in the global markets.   

Dr. Kailash also shared a facebook post stating how READ has
created a massive impact on rural communities along with
congratulating Ms. Geeta Malhotra for her constant efforts and
leadership skills.

Our next speaker was
Ms.
Sonia
Bhandari
(Consultant Art Therapist
and Parenting Trainer).
She has been working with
READ centres for quite
some. She explained the
need, benefits and detailing
of how the Art Therapy
works and the kind of impact
it has on our conscious
and subconscious mind.
The Art Therapy works
on different parts of our
brain, as it brings out the
sentiments and emotions
of a person. It further
releases our emotions
of the boundaries. She explained that in order to excel both in
professional and personal life, Art Therapy plays an important
role, open positive emotion, releases fears and negative emotions
from mind, establishes brain, develops relationships and physical
health. Talking about the practice of looking at oneself in the
Mirror, one gets to know about their own selves, which is known
as art therapy. With numerous benefits of this therapy, it is
recommended for everyone.  

Ms. Mousumi Kundu was from Breakthrough - an NGO
functioning in Delhi NCR region. The highlights of her presentation
were: the videos on how we
need more women in the
workforce- particularly
in stereotyped job roles,
the facts related to the
increasing number of girls
getting education, ways to
ensure safety and security
of women and reduction
in the percentage of
women going out to work.
The more we celebrate
presence of women in
our society; the world
shall become better and
safer. It is imperative
that more the women
means- more the safety.
Mousumi concluded her
presentation by asking
the audience to rethink the possible solutions and ways we can
empower women and get rid of the stereotyped job roles.

The next speaker was Ms. Rashmi Singh. She is a civil servant
from the Delhi cadre, 1989 batch. Her emphasis was on the fact
that an organisation should not only work in the urban India, as it
is easier to deal with issues but also shift their focus towards rural
India. Rural areas are where major work is to be carried out. The
focus needs to on the woman or “mother” of the household. Only
then will it be possible to empower others in the house.
Mentioning an incidence from the Andamans where she was
posted, she stated the reasons that why women issues should
be addressed. She concluded by reciting a line   from the poem-

Stopping by Woods on
a Snowy Evening by
Robert Frost, “Miles to
go before I sleep”.  

Ms. Jenny Paterson was
the chief guest of the
seminar. She flew down
from Dundee, Scotland
in The United Kingdom.
She presently is the
CEO of an organisation
called
Breakthrough
in Dundee. She spoke
about how problems
that our society face and
the Western societies
are facing, are very
similar to each other. The model her organisation follows in
Scotland, produces Role Models. It was observed that the children
being brought up in unstable
families are more likely to
get involved in drugs, alcohol
and drop out of school. In
order to ensure proper care,
counselling and guidance to
these children, Breakthrough
plays an important role.   Ms.
Jenny quoted a girl named
Chelsea Cameron, she was the
Young Scot of the Year 2017,
“There is no such thing as
being over ambitious - realise
you can achieve anything you
want to. Reach for the stars
because you deserve it.”

The last speaker of the evening was Mr. Jay Vikram Bakshi. He
is the Founder Trustee of READ India. He started with stating few
facts about artificial intelligence and robots taking over the places
of humans in the factories. The projections and speculations
regarding the loss of jobs will impact livelihood of millions of people
across the globe, especially in the developing world (particularly
mentioning India, as we
are the world’s youngest
country).
By 2050, 90% of the
current jobs are expected
to vanish.   That is
where READ comes in,
the minute detailing
and creativity of any
product can’t be achieved
via
machine
made
techniques.
The formula, Sanskriti
= Culture and Shakti
= Power, to get them
both at once we need
women. According to our
ancient records, texts and
traditions, Shiva is male
and Shakti is female.

He further appealed to the audience, that the need of the hour is
to “unlock creativity” and “role modelling”. To promote these two,
we have to strengthen our networks and motivate your talents to
take that risk which can change one’s life.

READ India centres displayed their products which included,
sewed handloom clothes, baskets, wall hangings, shawls etc.
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